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FIRST PARTY INSURANCE IN AUSTRALIA: LEGAL ESSAYS 

PREFACE 

In Farriss v Axford (No 2)' Cavanagh J discussed the distinction between 

a liability policy, in which the indemnity sought would be in respect of a 
liability to pay damages to a third party, and a first party insurance policy 

under which an insured person makes a claim in respect of damage to 

their goods. 

In Hronopoulos v Building Appeals Board? Mukhtar AsJ adopted the 

explanation contained in Sutton on Insurance Law (Lawbook, 4th ed. 

2015), that the peril in first party insurance destroys or diminishes the 

insureds9 person, property or interest or deprives the insured of it9s use. 

These essays in relation to first party insurance have been compiled for 

the assistance of insurers and their advisors, brokers, loss adjustors, 

third party administrators and other insurance industry professionals. 

It is hoped that the topics covered will afford the reader a greater 

understanding of the process of, and approach to, first party policy 

wordings by the courts, through the detailed analysis contained herein. 

Patrick Mead 
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